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DEVASTATION: The threat of image-based abuse is all too real for Tasmanian women, but some are speaking up in the hope they can help others.

The wake of ‘revenge’
“OPEN your legs for me.”

Bella* has not long been 
home from school when 
the messages begin to flood 
her phone.

“I still have pics and vids 
of you.”

“Come on, play nice.”
Confused, Bella fires off 

a reply.
“What do you mean by 

that?” she asks.
When she gets home from 

school, Bella tells her mother 
everything.

Another message 
comes through.

“Be a good girl.”
Bella’s mother grabs 

the phone.
“What are you trying to do 

to my beautiful daughter … 
????????” she writes.

A response lands, like a 
kick in the guts.

“Get her to open her legs.”
This is just one of many 

stories of image-based abuse 
in Tasmania.

‘Revenge porn’, as it is col-
loquially known, is the use of 
intimate images of a person 
to abuse or exploit them.

It entered the public 
consciousness when jilted 
ex-lovers began broadcast-
ing images of their former 
partners via social me-
dia platforms.

But image-based abuse 
has become so much more 
than just a means for spurned 
lovers to seek revenge.

When her teenage daugh-
ter began closing herself 
off from friends and family, 
Tracy* knew something 
was wrong.

“Over a period of several 
weeks I noticed my daughter 
was distancing herself from 
friends, she began to show a 
lot of misery relating to going 
to school,” Tracy says.

At the high school young 
Samantha* attended, toxic 

masculinity was “normal-
ised”, Tracy says.

“[It] seemed to have a … 
culture of boys being rude 
to girls, being abusive and 
intimidating,” she says.

Eventually, Samantha 
explained to her mother 
that her boyfriend Dan* had 
“pressured” her to send him 
a nude photo of herself.

She told Tracy that she 
was worried Dan would 
break up with her if she did 
not comply.

“Although he didn’t share 
the photo, he had told some 
of his friends about it which 
led to rumours throughout 
the school of what she had 
done,” Tracy says.

“My daughter felt humil-
iated, mortified, her trust 
of others was destroyed, 
she stopped engaging 
with friends.”

Samantha changed 
schools as a result of 
her experience of im-

age-based abuse.
But the fallout of the inci-

dent didn’t end there.
Dan’s parents got word 

of what had happened 
and banned him from see-
ing Samantha.

“They had formed an opin-
ion that my daughter was not 
going to be a good influence 
for their son,” Tracy says.

After speaking with sexual 
assault support counsellors, 
Tracy says she came to the 
realisation that image-based 
abuse was actually an 
“emerging cultural issue” 
and that further education 
was needed to prevent 
offending and combat vic-
tim-blaming attitudes.

Indeed, it was in this frame 
of mind that Tracy decided 
to reach out to Dan’s parents.

“I explained to them how 
this is a cultural issue and 
rather than blaming our kids 
we need to help them see 
the risks associated with this 

behaviour and the breach of 
trust when the person receiv-
ing the photo tells or shares it 
with others,” she says.

“Even though my daughter 
changed schools, I thought 
it was important that [she] 
felt supported.

“It would have been far 
too easy for my daughter to 
come out of this experience 
with feelings of shame which 
would have impacted her 
for years.”

Not everything is resolved 
for Tracy and Saman-
tha, however.

“The issue still remains,” 
Tracy says.

“Boys are still pressuring 
girls for nude photos.”

*Names altered to protect 
subjects’ identities.

‘Blame and Shame’ is a 
five-part series from Fair-
fax Media, seeking to shed 
light on image-based abuse 
in Tasmania. Look out for 
part three on Wednesday.

BY ROB INGLIS

A TEENAGER has been ac-
cused of assaulting a jogger 
in the state’s south.

The 14-year-old boy al-
legedly assaulted a woman 
while she was exercising 
along the Clarence Fore-
shore Trail at Howrah on 
Sunday morning.

The boy was pushing a 
scooter at the time and took 
off towards the Shoreline 
Shopping Centre. 

The incident was report-
ed to police who arrived at 
the Wentworth Park Rug-
by Fields.

Police then put the call out 
for witnesses in an attempt to 
locate the boy.

He was found and ques-
tioned by Bellerive Criminal 
Investigation Branch detec-
tives on Monday.

He will be charged under 
the Youth Justice Act.

Police described it as a 
“rare incident”.

“Police would like to thank 
members of the public for 
their response to an earlier 
call for assistance in identi-
fying the offender,” they said.

“Police would also like to 
reassure the public that peo-
ple shouldn’t feel concerned 
about using the area.”

Teen boy 
accused 
of jogger 
assault

– MELISSA MOBBS

UPDATE: Police questioned 
a 14-year-old boy over the 
assault on Sunday.
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